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 Civilizations have become richer and more colorful with 
exchanges and mutual learning;
Global Network of Water Museums has provided us 
such a wonderful platform.

Communication & Mutual Learning



 Opened on March 22nd, 2010;
 Pagoda shaped architecture and an ecological park;
 Constructing area: 3,650,000 square meters;
 Three permanent indoor exhibitions+outdoor exhibition.

NWMC: Responsibility and Efforts



The National Water Museum of China is a comprehensive national level 
museum, and it tops any other water museum in terms of size.The museum is 
in Hangzhou, a city once being praised as the most beautiful and magnificent 
city in the world by the 13th Century Venetian traveler Marco Polo. 

HERE WE ARE



A pagoda is a religious structure 
where sacred relics could be kept safe 
and venerated. It has been attached 
new meanings of exorcising water 
devils and protecting people in times 
of flooding when introduced to China. 
That is the reason why the museum 
building adopts the shape of pagoda. 
The pagoda structure satisfies the 
museum’s purpose of storing precious 
artifacts as well as represents people’s 
aspiration of keeping rivers under 
control through its symbolic meaning 
of expelling water devils.

Architecture



The decision to establish the National Water Museum of China 
was made by President Xi Jinping when he was the Provincial 
Party Secretary in Zhejiang Province. The Museum was open to 
the public in March, 2010. Since then, the National Water 
Museum of China has engaged in systematically sorting out, 
collecting, researching and showcasing the achievements of 
Chinese water management. It sees as its aim to summarize 
historical lessons in water control, to push forward the water 
cultural development, to promote harmony between water and 
social economy, and to achieve sustainable development.  

Located in such a bustling metropolis, the museum has managed 
to retain an ecological park covering an area of 150 hectares and 
a primordial lake area of 50 hectares, with its main architecture 
featuring a 128-meter-high pagoda-styled glass building.The 
museum building has 11 floors, with a constructing area of 36,500 
square meters. The museum mainly exhibits the history and 
achievements of Chinese water management. By applying large 
number of immersion scenes and inserting historical knowledge 
and interesting anecdotes alternatively, themes about water 
history, social development and clustered water-related heritages 
have been effectively integrated. 



The Exhibition of Water and Human 
Civilizations demonstrates the relationship 
between water and the origin of civilizations, 
water and the ups and downs of civilizations, 
water and productivity, water and ideology, 
water and state administration, and last water 
and ecology. The exhibition reveals the richness 
and universality of the relationship between 
water and humankind from a global 
perspective, reiterating the significance of 
water management. As the largest indoor 
copper relief exhibition in China, it brings about 
a feeling of grandeur and shock to its visitors.

Water and Human Civilizations



The Exhibition of the Everlasting Glory of Chinese Water Management 
History fully displays the 5000 years of water control history as well as 
achievements made in water management after the establishment of 
People’s Republic of China. It is divided into four periods, namely, Early 
Water Conservancy Period, Ancient Water Conservancy Period, Modern 
Water Conservancy Period and Contemporary Water Conservancy Period, 
with Yu the Great Controls Water, the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, Floods 
& Droughts in the Past Century, and China’s Great Rivers as the key 
exhibition items.

The Exhibition of the Everlasting Glory 
of Chinese Water Management History













November, 2017;
30 water museums in China;
Water museums could be divided into five 
categories 

Established the China 
Network of Water Museums



Hangzhou Declaration

The framework of future work;
The principle of cooperation and discussion;
Open to the international arena.





Started at the beginning of 2018;
Established a database of 412 people;
Support from the Ministry of the Water. 
Resources. 

Collection of Oral History



-This is a letter we wrote to 
people who are retired from 
water administration posts, in 
the letter we asked them to 
contribute to our project and 
they responded quite actively.



 Liangzhu: the earliest flood control dam system in China;
Dated back to 5100-4700 years ago;
NWMC holds a series of exhibitions and acitivities to help 
build up its influence.

Support Liangzhu Ancient City to be listed as 

UNESCO Word Cultural Heritage



Exhibition of the Flood Dam System



 The world is colourful because of 
differences;
 Mutual understanding, respect and trust—
win win situation;

Open: Our Attitude



 Under the framework of “Shared 
Community between Water and 
Humans”and “Belt & Road”Initiatives;

1. Cooperataion in Projects



 Organizing cross border tour and visits for 
different groups: teenagers, professionals 
and adminstrationals
 Holding theme activities jointly

2. Cooperation in Educational Activities



 the ultilization of big data, cloud computing, virtual 
reality and artificial intelligence in museums;
 the upgrade of exhibition means, guiding system 
and development of creative products.

3. Cooperation in Techniques and Technologies




