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POLICY NOTICE 
ON CHILD-PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

The Water We Want: Youth Prize Contest 2020


This document is the Child-Protection Policy of the Global Network of Water Museums that will be followed by all staff and volunteers of WAMU-NET affiliated water museum involved for the implementation of the Youth Contest The Water We Want.

We share this policy within our Network members and with all partnering schools because we want to develop and improve our work and promote our policy wherever possible, as well as ensure we are meeting expectations and shared standards.

The Global Network of Water Museums works with children and young people in a variety of different settings. We have an absolute commitment to foster child rights and welfare, and tackle child abuse in all its forms. This policy is not limited to, but includes the following:

Photographs/video of children
Photographs of children should only be taken with permission of accompanying teachers, and with their assurance that the children concerned have signed a no-objection certificate for photos to be taken and shared on social media accounts.
Photography/video on our programs is used to document, share and promote the work of Global Network of Water Museums on promoting water local heritage and SDGs, or the partner school/organization and not for any other purpose.
Images should be purposeful e.g. show a group, show work taking place, show completed work, show teaching in action / show children evaluating or talking about their work. 

Child Safety and Risk Assessments
School teachers must remain in charge of school children and manage risks. All staff need to take individual responsibility to make sure they are not alone with children or out of sight of teachers or caretakers at any time. This is for their own safety as well as the safety and comfort of the children.
All staff commit to taking immediate action in the case of a child in danger including calling medical assistance or the police.

Child Abuse
All adults involved in educational activities have a responsibility to notice and report any suspicion of child abuse to the appropriate authorities – while maintaining confidentiality where appropriate and in the interests of the dignity and safety of the child. In particular, all staff & volunteers must familiarize themselves with this policy.
Staff and volunteers involved in the youth contest The Water We Want through specific water museums acknowledge the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1992) and commit to respect children and recognize their basic vulnerability to abuse by adults. 

Staff and volunteers shall never:
• hit or otherwise physically assault or physically abuse children
• develop relationships with children which could in any way be deemed exploitative or abusive
• act in ways that may be abusive or may place a child at risk of abuse
• use language, make suggestions or offer advice which is inappropriate, offensive or abusive
• behave physically in a manner which is inappropriate or sexually provocative
• condone, or participate in, behaviour of children which is illegal, unsafe or abusive
• act in ways intended to shame, humiliate, belittle or degrade children, or otherwise perpetrate any form of emotional abuse
• discriminate against, show differential treatment, or favour particular children to the exclusion of others

Training and awareness
All staff involved in the youth contest The Water We Want should read this policy and be sure that they understand it to prevent any neglect, or physical, emotional or sexual abuse. All new staff and volunteers need to read and understand this policy before starting work with children.
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